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The Pearl Shoals Waterfalls in
Jiuzhaigou Valley, Sichuan, China
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The Exquisite Sound of Dancing Pearls
Among all of the Chinese plucked-string musical instruments, the pipa and gu-
zheng are the most beloved by audiences and musicians alike.

It's not hard to understand why. The exquisite sounds produce by these two in-
struments inspired great poets such as Bai Juyi (AD 772-846) and Cen Can (AD
715-770 ) to write their most well-known verses.

In his magnum opus “Song of the Pipa,” Bai Juyi described the sound of the pipa:

When played beautifully, the strings of the pipa sound so different from each other,

the thicker strings sometimes sound like pouring rain, while the thinner strings

sound like lovers’ whisper. And when they are played together, it sounds like vari-
ous sizes of pearls falling into, and dancing around inside, a precious jade basin.
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In those few verses, he vividly captures the unique characteristics of the pipa.

For the guzheng, Cen Can wrote in “Song of Qin Zheng « Bid Farewell to My
Nephew Who Was Returning to the Capital™:

Even though it has passed the midday, my music has yet finished. Can you feel

the melancholy from the Qin tune expressed by the guzheng? From the 13 strings

of this guzheng, my sorrow was conveyed through this tune.

Not only does he describe the tone, the construction, and the character of the
guzheng, he also pointed out the origin of this beautiful instrument.

As solo instruments, the pipa and guzheng each have their own unique charac-
ter and color, but when played together, a different sonic tapestry was formed by
weaving together their distinctive yet complementary sounds.

For this 32nd annual concert, we are delighted and fortunate to have two mas-
ters at the zenith of their respective arts to perform together.

Pipa Master Lui Pui Yuen has a long and successful career with numerous
recordings as a pipa and guqin soloist and as a conductor of various ensemble
groups and orchestras, including the Monterey Park-based Spring Thunder Chi-
nese Music Association, which he founded. His unique pipa tremolo technique,
which features a wide range of color and speed, can be light and delicate for music
such as “Falling Flowers Colouring the Green,” or powerful and devastating for
music such as “Ambush.” His numerous concerts with the Spring Thunder Chinese
Music Association have delighted the critics and audiences alike.

With incomparable techniques, Guzheng Master Liu Weishan not only founded
the San Francisco Guzheng Music Society in San Francisco 32 years ago and nur-
tured generations of guzheng players, she also has composed and recorded several
modern guzheng compositions such as “The Magnificent Bronze Gorge,” “Thou-
sand Pieces of Gold,” “Morning Bell,” and more. These compositions showcase her
own unique style of bending and legato techniques, elevating guzheng music into
a dynamic art form. In the past 32 years, Master Liu Weishan introduced guzheng
music to audiences in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond through public per-
formances, seminars, and concerts, enriching the lives of generations of students.

It is a rare occasion for these two masters to perform in the same concert, and
it's even more precious and fortunate for us to be able to experience their duet “A
Moonlit Night on the Spring River.

We are calling this 32nd annual concert “The Exquisite Sound of the Dancing
Pearls”; not only do we hope to share our love of the pipa, guzheng, and guqin
music with the audiences, but we also hope that it will leave an indelible impres-
sion on you.

Now please sit back and enjoy the 32nd annual concert presented by the San
Francisco Guzheng Music Society.

Thank you.

- Kin Tso, President of the Board,
San Francisco Guzheng Music Society
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FRIENDS
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To find out how you or your
business can support the
important work of the San
Francisco Guzheng Music
Society, call 415-668-8111
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