In Gratitude

The Chinese title of this concert — “Shen Zhou Gu Yun” - literally
means “Ancient Melodies from the Divine Land.” It is a work of love
I have wanted to bring to fruition for a long time. “Divine” in this
context means transcending and mystical. “Melodies” implies music
with character and virtue. That is an appropriate interpretation of the
venerable tunes having come out of China.

History is mirrored in the future. Due to my infatuation with an-
cient history, and in order to keep my promise to my mentor and
teacher, the great guzheng master Cao Zheng, I have devoted almost
my entire life to the performance, composition and teaching of Gu-
zheng music. Ever since I was anointed fifty-odd years ago by Cao
Zheng to carry forward his legacy, I have been instilled with the re-
spect one must pay to history and the need to emulate it. You see,
Cao Zheng was known all over the musical academy as the "human
antique,” even though he was still fairly young at that time, Now over
fifty years on, perhaps because I am fast approaching the “Big Seven-
0”1 seem to be turning into a “human antique” myself. I find myself
becoming more and more appreciative of the importance of espous-
ing cultural heritage, and increasingly eager to sing with my slightly
raspy voice an ode to age-old Chinese civilization.

Chinese civilization goes so far back. From the legendary Fu Xi
who discovered yin and yang and devised the Bagua, to King Wen of
the Zhou Dynasty who compiled the Book of I Ching , to Confucius
who integrated all the interpretations including his own in perfecting
the I Ching--from where a hundred schools of thought flourished to
a time when only Confucianism and Daoism remained; from Qin
Shi Huang, who unified China into the prosperous Tang Dynasty;
from the military expeditions of Genghis Khan and Emperor Kang
Xi to the decline of the Qing Dynasty; from China’s civil war in its
recent past to its ascendency to global power today. Throughout this
vast history, numerous Chinese intellectuals and artisans have used
their unique individual skills, and through different forms of artistic
expression, to record history, start new trends, and be a reflection of
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reality. They created and enriched traditional Chinese culture. These
precious works of art, whose splendor has hardly been tarnished af-
ter all these years, are still exerting their influence on our current
daily lives.

Since leaving the musical academy, 1 have never dared slacken
from pursuing my teacher’s and my dream. Ever since [ came to the
United States with my Guzheng, I have been busier than when I was
in China. Thirty years have gone by like the blink of an eye. If | had to
describe my life in the U.S. in the simplest of phrases, I would, with-
out hesitation, say that I am the luckiest person on earth. Soon after
| arrived, I was surrounded by a group of students and friends who
were passionate about the guzheng. They were serious about learn-
ing and performing, and proceeded to form the Guzheng Society
with me. They were always at my side, wholeheartedly supporting
me, whether things went well or poorly, and let me feel the warmth
of a big family. It is they who walk alongside me on the path towards
my dream. I often muttered to myself, “How lucky [ am!”

Because this concert has attracted the participation of so many
talented professional people, it has become a much more enjoyable
experience with their expertise in utilizing sight and sound. It has
also allowed me to make many new friends, such as Samson Cheung
from the School of Yimutology, Tai Chi Master Eddie Yuen, Doctor
Nan Fang, Artist Alan Fong, Stage producer Jon Lowe, Photographer
Timothy Hall and Yuan Anne Xu, Sound Specialist Scot Lang, Vocal-
ist Fang Chang, Engineer Yvette Q Xu, Scholar Davy Gao, Zhenya
Xu, Eve Zhang, Yingfu Zheng, Sandy Lim, and more. With the sup-
port of both my old and new friends, I will press on to continue the
legacy of my teacher, the late Cao Zheng, which is the promotion of
guzheng music and Chinese culture.

Let me take this opportunity to thank all my former students,
present-day students, old friends, new friends, previous audiences,
and contemporary audiences! Let us use our collective wisdom and
our musical performance to envision a world that is beautiful and
bright.

Weishan Liu
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