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2+ SOUND OF THE ZHENG

From 5 strings during the Warring States Period
(475 BC) to 13 strings in the Tang Dynasty (618
AD);

From the modern 16 strings to the current 21
strings;

From oral instructions and memorizations to re-
corded scores;

From solos to duets, accompaniments, and en-
sembles;

From standardized curriculum to professional
certifications;

From China proper to every corner of the world;

In the past 2500 years, guzheng, one of the
most ancient Chinese musical instruments, has
undergone such earthshaking transformations!

In China, during the past decade, waves after
waves of young performers have emerged, along
with brand-new guzheng compositions.

These young performers are, with astonishing
speed, breaking new ground from the traditional
performing techniques. And these new compo-
sitions, which embody the unique sound, timbre
and form of guzheng, are now being presented
on the stages in China and abroad!

When you see a group of young people in their
20’s perform together with a 60-member West-
ern orchestra in perfect harmony;

When you learn these young performers and
composers have repeatedly won top prizes in
musical competitions in China and internation-
ally;

When you realize they are, with their dogged
determination and setting their sights on the
whole world, constantly tweaking and creating,
in an endeavor to bring guzheng, an ancient
instrument, into the hallowed halls of modern
global music;

I, as a professional musician dedicated to pro-
moting guzheng for almost 60 years, feel a tre-
mendous sense of pride and relief. Guzheng, a
crown jewel amidst the splendors of Chinese
culture, will live on!

Thanks to the generous sponsorship of my old



