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Inspirations

Seeing the first budding in spring, one can’t
help but feel rejuvenated. The clamors of summer,
the warmth in the fall, and the cold of winter, are just
as provocative. Indeed, the change of the seasons,
like life itself, offers us boundless opportunities to
feel, introspect, and better ourselves.

Good performers can digest all these feelings
and focus them on their fingertips when making mu-
sic. The power of the music, distilled from years of
honing and emanating from the depth of the heart, is
often irresistible to people. This is so because music
can take them beyond reality to a higher level of exis-
tence that is beautiful and sensational.

With a calm heart, the timbre will be pure;
and an even temper produces freshness in the mel-
ody. It’s not easy to accomplish either, for one must
have an open mind and an optimistic outlook. There-
fore, a guzheng player must practice hard and per-
form continually as she advances through different
stages; she must also constantly introspect to gain
insight from these practices. The ultimate goal is be-
yond music -- to be a better person.

The road ahead of musicians never ends. But
all great musicians throughout history have one
thing in common: they all courageously march for-
ward, and forward!
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