IN RETROSPECT

[ still remember the moving encounter I had with Betty
Wong ten years ago, the noted Bay area musician. We were
backstage after my first solo concert in the United States.
She clasped my hands tightly and said earnestly, “Will you
teach me? Hurry, teach me.” Afterward, a young mother
brought her three children over to me, and said, “My chil-
dren are growing up in America. [ want them to learn more
about Chinese culture.” A month later, this mother’s face
was beaming with joy. Not only did her children learn to
play Chinese melodies on the guzheng, but theyd discov-
ered a legend and some history about the Great Wall along
the way. From that point on, I've been surrounded by gu-
zheng lovers.

In the spring of 1983, our young Gu-Zheng Society had
its first student recital. Although the performances were far
from perfect, our audience of 40-50 people sat quietly and
patiently, listening to each student perform, and showering
them with generous applause. The following year, mem-
bership in the Society expanded and attendance at our con-
cert grew to 300.

With feedback and encouragement, our audience
(which increases with every succeeding year) continues to
nurture and support us as we grow in size and experience.
From student recitals to professional quality productions,
Chinese traditional music to symphonic compositions, our
music society is emerging like a butterfly from its cocoon.

The backbone of the S.F. Gu-Zheng Music Society is
undoubtedly made up of its many members, especially the
Board of Directors and Committee members. Through
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their many efforts, and active participation in policy and
decision-making, they are responsible for the Society’s
growth. Even with demanding jobs and family obligations,
they have found time to serve its many needs.

The largest undertaking is the planning and preparation
for our annual concerts. Our ensembles have up to thirty
people who rehearse three to four months for these perfor-
mances. Members also recruit their friends and family
members to help during the concerts. It takes everyone
working toward this common goal to make our annual
concerts so successful. Performers, promoters, ticket sellers,
translators, stage personnel, and our guzheng movers . . .
these hardworking volunteers are integral to the develop-
ment of the S.F. Gu-Zheng Music Society. I want to per-
sonally extend my gratitude for all their efforts and good
works.

Today, in cooperation with Chinese Cultural Produc-
tions and the Palo Alto Philharmonic Association, we are
proud to present to you a concert Symphonic Journey
Through Silk and Bamboo We've invited several outstanding
young musicians from China to bring you an evening of
musical fantasia, hoping this collaboration will increase
¢ oss-cultural awareness and reduce the distance between
Eastern and Western music.

Sit back and enjoy the harmony of this heavenly
music. We hope the experience will offer you a deeper
appreciation of our Chinese culture. Thank you again for
joining us.

Wei-Shan Liu
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